
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN 
IN ENGINEERING DAY

Q.  Can you start by telling us, Viktorija, how you 
became a Laboratory Technician?

A.  Well, it started back in my home country, Latvia. My 
parents both worked in a factory and it’s what I always 
wanted to do. So, I studied for my university degree in 
Engineering and then worked as a Quality Controller 
in one of the factories there for about two years. But 
because of the economic situation, I needed to move to 
the financial sector, including one of the banks in Latvia. 
All my friends knew though that I wanted to go back to 
engineering and I have been working in the laboratory 
here at Fine Tubes for nearly a year.

Q.  So, what is a typical day like for you? 

A.  Every day I need to prepare samples from the shop floor 
for inspection and testing. That may sound pretty much like 
routine but you need to pay a lot of attention all the time 
because as a company we can’t afford to make a mistake.

Q.  From your perspective, what are the important 
things for women who want to work in engineering?

A.  There are two things. First, you need to have some kind of 
education but education results without experience doesn’t 
work. I learnt a lot at university but when I came to the shop 
floor, I had no idea what was going on there at first. Girls 
need to start by asking themselves if they are really interested 
in maths, physics, chemistry, or are they more interested in 
finance and the business side of things. Then they should 
just go for them, it’s better to go for what you like.

  From a woman’s point of view, the same sort of 
perspective is needed as in any job. It’s about having 
confidence in yourself and your own ability. If you’ve got 
that, it doesn’t matter how many men or women you’re 
working with. It’s down to your knowledge and your drive 
and how you present yourself.

“   FROM A WOMAN’S POINT OF VIEW, IT’S ABOUT HAVING 
CONFIDENCE IN YOURSELF AND YOUR OWN ABILITY”

 says Viktorija Viktorova, Laboratory Technician

International Women in Engineering Day, which takes 
place every year on 23 June, is an awareness campaign 
designed to celebrate the achievements of women in 
engineering and focus attention on the wide range 
of career opportunities available to girls across 
the industry. It is organised by the Women’s 
Engineering Society, a charity which was 
founded in 1919.

To mark this important event, we spoke 
to several of the women working at Fine 
Tubes about their experiences and their 
views on how to raise the profile of 
women in engineering.
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